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Introduced by Council Member Boyer and amended by the Neighborhoods, Community Services, Public Health and Safety Committee:

RESOLUTION 2017-708-A
A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING APPROXIMATELY 6.85 ACRES MADE UP OF 24 CONTIGUOUS AND NON-CONTIGUOUS PARCELS LOCATED AT 2118 KINGS AVENUE AND SURROUNDING PROPERTIES ON BERTHA STREET, MITCHELL AVENUE, PERRY PLACE AND OLEVIA STREET, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207, AS A BROWNFIELD AREA FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REHABILITATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Southside Assembly of God (the “Owner”) owns approximately 6.85 acres located at 2118 Kings Avenue and on contiguous and non-contiguous parcels with addresses on Bertha Street, Mitchell Avenue, Perry Place and Olevia Street, Jacksonville, Florida, 32207 (the “Property”), a description of all parcels is attached hereto as Revised Exhibit 1, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 1, Revised Description, November 6, 2017 – NCSPHS”; and


WHEREAS, Owner is under contract to sell the Property to Chance Partners, LLC or an affiliate thereof (the “Developer”), a developer that is planning to redevelop the Property with a mixed-use development which would include multi-family residential and commercial uses; and

WHEREAS, Developer has requested that the City of Jacksonville designate the Property a Brownfield Area as authorized by Section 376.80, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes require that an area outside of a community redevelopment area, Enterprise Zone, Empowerment Zone, closed military base, or designated Brownfield pilot project be designated as a Brownfield Area by local government resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department has issued a Staff Report, attached hereto as Revised Exhibit 2, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 2, Rev Staff Report, November 6, 2017 – NCSPHS” and incorporated herein by this reference, recommending that the Brownfield designation requested by Developer be approved; and

WHEREAS, valuable economic incentives accrue to those who redevelop designated Brownfield sites; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Findings. The Council, acting as the governing body of Duval County, finds the preamble hereof to be true and correct.

Section 2.

Designation.  For the purposes of the Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act, Sections 376.77 – 376.85, Florida Statutes, (hereinafter, the “Act”), the Property is hereby designated a Brownfield Area.  This designation shall not, however, render the City of Jacksonville liable: for the cost of site rehabilitation or source removal, as those terms are defined in Sections 376.79(19) and (20), Florida Statutes; for other costs in excess of those attributable to the City as administrator of a Brownfields Program; or, as a property owner, if the City hereafter acquires any realty within the designated Brownfield Area. A copy of Owner’s Application for Brownfield Area Designation is attached hereto Revised Exhibit 3, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 3, Revised Application, November 6, 2017 – NCSPHS”. 
Section 3.

Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreement. Following enactment of this resolution approving the Brownfield Area designation, Developer will negotiate a Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreement (BSRA) with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). Developer is pursuing the Brownfield Area designation and BSRA in order to benefit from the State of Florida’s Voluntary Clean Up Tax Credit Program (VCTC). The VCTC will allow Owner to receive the 50% State corporate income tax credit for assessment and cleanup costs up to an annual amount of $500,000.00. Developer also wishes to apply for cleanup liability protection from the State.  The Property is near railroad tracks on the western portion of the site and was used for numerous commercial purposes including a lumber company and a car dealership. Preliminary environmental site assessments have revealed soil and groundwater contamination above FDEPT standards on some of the parcels.  Developer wishes to pursue regulatory closure of the site by FDEP by conducting further assessment and remediation activities. 
Section 4.

Report to FDEP.
 In accordance with Section 376.80, F.S., a copy of this resolution designating the property as a Brownfield Area shall be sent to FDEP within 30 days of the adoption of this resolution. The Planning and Development Department shall be responsible for generating the required report.

Section 5.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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